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Decomposing Gender Wage Gap
Stavros E. Arvanitis?, Theodoros V. Stamatopoulos®, and Eleftherios J. Thalassinos®

Abstract

We analyzed the gender wage gap in Hellas (Greece) based on the European
Structure of Earnings Survey for the year 2006. Within an extended human capital
framework, we estimated augmented Mincerian models, using for the first time to
this dataset, as far as we know, quantile regression econometric techniques. We
found empirical evidence for individual, workplace and employer characteristics, as
determinants of the hourly wage rate, for both males and females. We used the
Oaxaca—Blinder (1973) methodology for the gender’s wage gap decomposition which
could be attributed mainly to unexplained part, and much lesser to the employee’s
endowment. This main finding was also verified for each one of the wage
distribution’s quantiles. Further research is needed for intertemporal and
international comparison reasons.
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